Amendments 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
In the Claims: 

Replace claims 1 and 13-15, and add new claims 16 & 17 as set forth below. All pending 
claims are reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 



(AMENDED) A method for managing a hierarchical file system comprising: 

providing transaction program means arranged for a cooperation with said 
hierarcnical file system, said transaction program means implementing transactional 
functionality to effectuate changes to files of said hierarchical file system, wherein said 
hierarchical file system supports multiple file formats. 

2. The method according to claim 1 in which said transaction program means 
implements a commit Vnd/or rollback facility. 

3. The method according to claim 1 in which said transaction program means is 
arranged for communicating with said file system via a protocol directed to cover changes made 
to said file system. \ 

4. The method according to claim 3 in which said protocol is XDSM or is derivable 
from XDSM, or comprises XDSM-equivalent functions. 

5. A method for managSjig a file system comprising using transaction program 
means according to claim 4 implemented for a cooperation with said file system. 
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6. A computer system being able to access a file system which is manageable by 
transaction program means according to a method of claim 4. 

7. A computer program for execution in a data processing system comprising 
computer program code portions wr performing the steps of the method of claim 4. 

8. A computer programVproduct stored on a computer usable medium comprising 
computer readable program means for causing a computer to perform the method of claim 4. 

9. The method according rip claim 1 in which said transaction program means is 
implemented as a stacked file system. 

10. The method according to ojaim 1 in which said transaction program means is 
implemented in the file system itself. 

1 1 . The method according to claiJbi 1 in which said transaction program means 
processes commands issued by transaction mapager means arranged for cooperating with a 
database management system. 

12. A method for managing a file systW comprising using transaction program 
means according to claim 1 implemented for a cooperation with said file system. 

13. (AMENDED) A computer system being able to access a hierarchical file system 
which is manageable by transaction program means acoprding to a method of managing a 
hierarchical file system comprising: 

providing transaction program means arranged for a cooperation with said 
hierarchical file system, said transaction program means implementing transactional 
functionality to effectuate changes to files of said hierarchical file system, wherein said 
hierarchical file system supports multiple file formats. 
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14. (AMENDED) A computer program for execution in a data processing system 
comprising computer program code portions for performing the steps of providing transaction 
program means arranged f©r a cooperation with a hierarchical file system, said transaction 
program means implementing transactional functionality to effectuate changes to files of said 
hierarchical file system, wherein said hierarchical file system supports multiple file formats. 

15. (AMENDED)\ A computer program product stored on a computer usable medium 
comprising computer readable program means for causing a computer to perform the method of 



managing a hierarchical file system comprising: 



providing transaction program means arranged for a cooperation with said 
hierarchical file system, said transaction program means implementing transactional 
functionality to effectuate changes to files of said hierarchical file system, wherein said 
hierarchical file system supports multiple file formats. 

16. (NEW) The method fo\ managing a hierarchical file system of claim 1 wherein 
the files have different file formats. 

17. (NEW) The method for m^haging a hierarchical file system of claim 1 wherein 
the transaction program means implements Wnsactional functionality to effectuate changes to 
files of said hierarchical file system notwithstanding that said files have unknown file formats. 
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